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I'm a little teapot

Short and stout

Here is my handle

Here is my spout

When I get all steamed up

I just shout

Tip me over and pour me out

I'm a very special pot

It is true

Here's an example of what I can do
I can turn my handle into a spout

Tip me over and pour me out....

Many of us remember miming the actions of an anthropomorphized teapot in our
youth to a tune so enduring I often find myself humming it while prepping my



kettle. I've often wondered about the origin and history of this nursery song. Here’s
what I learned.

The Teapot Song (also known as I'm a Little Teapot) was written by George
Harold Sanders and Clarence Z. Kelley and published in 1939. Clarence Kelley and
his wife ran a dance school for children. Although I wasn’t able to find satisfactory
back-up to confirm, one online post indicated that the studio was located in NYC’s
Tin Pan Allen, a musical hot bed on West 28th Street between Fifth and Sixth
Avenue. George Harold Sanders (not to be confused with the stage and screen actor
George H. Sanders) played the piano there. The story is that George Sanders wrote
The Teapot Song to assist in teaching very young students who found advanced
dance steps difficult. The movements he choreographed for the tune required
minimal skill and encouraged pantomime. Little did they know their song and
dance was to become an enduring bit of Americana.

The tune spread quickly and a few years later Lipton used a more elaborate
arrangement for commercials. Here is a link to a perfectly charming recording of
the song performed with orchestra: www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzEICS]ycoE . The
notation reads, “This was a 1941 hit for Horace Heidt, with words and music by
Clarence Kelley and George H. Sanders. Performed by Ronnie Kemper, the record

sold over a million copies and the tune was used in Lipton Tea commercials. There
was also a dance associated with the song, called the The Teapot Tip.”

For the musicians reading, below is the sheet music, including front and rear
covers, of The Teapot Song.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzElCSJycoE
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Corporation, or the graphic artist(s).

Although loads of contemporary children’s videos of The Teapot Song, including
the dance, are available online, uncovering references of the original Teapot Tip
dance has been challenging. In 2014, however, I found a bonus sheet on Ebay that
includes clearly explained instructions on How to Dance The Teapot Tip. This
would be great fun for tea gatherings!
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HOW TO DANCE

THE TEAPOT TIP

Set To The Chorus Of “I'M A LITTLE TEAPOT™
By PEARL BROWN
Member of D. M. A, - D. E. A,

DESCRIPTION FOR NAN = LADY DOES COUNTERPART ={oprosire)

18T BTEP - QPEW POSITION
BOTH FACE LINE OF DIRECTION,NAN RIGHT ARM ON LADY'S SHOULOER,LADY'S LEFT
ARM ON MAN'S SHOULDER RESEMBLING SPOUTS,0PPOSITE ARNS CURVED WITH HANDS ON

MIPS RESENBLING NANOLES. WAN STARTS ON LEFT FOOT = LADY ON RIGHT,.

BOTH FAGING Lu0u0y===WALK Lufs = LaRals THI MEASURES

FACE EAGH QTHER----—=8TEP R.BACK,CLOSE L.UP TO R. (NG WEIGHT) GNE MEASURE
STEP L.FORWARD,CLOSE R.UP To LMJL‘HF ON ITYONE WEASURE

KELP OPEN POSITION===STEP L.BACK OF R. = TRANSFER WEIGHT ONTD IT
STEP ReIN PLACE
STEP L.IN FRONT OF R,
LARGE STLP BACK R, - CLOSE L.,up T3 R, THO MEASURES
K PUT LsHAND TG NOUTH ON WORD “SHOUTT

BREAK====--=====-=cc-STER FORWARD L.LINE OF DIRECTION
BEND FRON WAIST IN THREE JERKS - (POURING)
STRAIGHTEN UP IN THREE JERKS TWO MEASURES
HOLD HANDS FAONT LIKE SPOUT

2NS STER = CLOSED BALLROOM PoSiTioN |
RCPEAT FIRET TAD MEASURES @F STEP ONE THWO MEASURES

STEP ReTQ Ra= CLOSE LoT0 Re NO WEIGHT
STEP L.TQ L.,= CLOSE TO L. WEIGHT ON IT THO MEABURES

STEP L.CROSSED BACK OF R. STEP R.IN PLACE
STEP LaTO L.

(RELEASE L.HAND FROM AROUND LADY®S wAIST
WHEN USING L. FOOT,RELEASE R, HAND FROM
ARDUND LADY'S WAIST WHEN USING RIGHT HAND.
KEEP OPFOSITE HANDS ON mAIST,)

REPEAT S5TH HEABURE TO R THO MEASURES

BREAK=-===cm=c==cc== SANC AS STEP ONE THO WMCASURES
JRO STER = CRISS CROSS POSITION

SEPARATE ,HOLD HANDS CRISS CROSS POSITION,

MAN®S BACK TO CENTER,

CHASSE(SLIDING STEP CLOSE)TO L.ARGUND L.

EIGHT TIMES,BACK TN PLACE. Tid MCASURES

STEP L.= SWING R.CROSSED IN FRONT OF L.

REPEAT THREE TIMEE WORE REVEREBED THO WEASURES

REPEAT CHASSE L, THWO MEASURES l

THREE STEP SWING L.A.L.

QNE STEP R.BACK INTO BALLROOM POSITION TGO MEASURES

4TH STERP = CLOSED POSITION

REPEAT STER TWO IN CLOBED EALLROON POSITION EIGHT MEASUAES

FINISH OF ONE CHORUS = REPEAT ALL AD.LIB,
IF USED AS GROUP WYIXER,FORM A CIRCLE AFTER THE 6TH MEASURE OF STEP FOUR,
WAN TIP FORKARD TO R.OF LADY ON LEFT FOOT.TAKE LADY'S R HAND [N FRONT OF His,
TURN HWER UNDER MIS R.ARN AND BRING HER ALONG SIDE OF HIN [N OPEN POSITION,
START ALL OFER WITH NEW PABTNER,
Cogyright 1841 by RELMAN MUSIC CORE 1674 Broadway, Mew York Ciy l
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In 1953, Betty Harris (“Hokey Pokey” songstress) and Peter Pan Records made the
song immensely popular. It was released on both 78s and 45s:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjw2]4k0zCg .



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjw2J4kOzCg

Rocking Horse (early 1960’s) then Peter Pan Records (1979) released PARTY TIME,
a compilation of dance and game songs for children. Included is an embellished
version of I'm a Little Teapot, also sung by Betty Harris, with pantomime
instructions.

So now that we all have this catchy, nostalgic tune in our heads, here’s a question
for all the JEOPARDY fans reading. Is it just me or do those last notes of the show’s
theme music send you running to check on the kettle?



